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Self Defence

Self-defence to unprovoked assault

Section 271 of the Criminal Codemakes it legal for a person to use
such force as is reasonably necessary to defend them against an

unprovoked assault. The force used must not be intended or likely to
cause death or grievous bodily harm and must be proportionate.

If the person being assaulted reasonably fears that their attacker may
cause death or grievous bodily harm, that person can use necessary
force to defend themselves (or the person being attacked) even if the
force causes the death of, or grievous bodily harm to, the attacker
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What is reasonable force?

Must be necessary, reasonable and proportionate
Necessary— Legal justification for the use of force. (defending yourself or others)

Reasonable and proportionate— The level of force but be reasonable under the
circumstances and proportionate to the threat and harm it is trying to prevent.

Scenario 1 - If a man kicks your colleague and runaway what would you do?

Scenario 2 - A visitor is arguing with you and raises her handbag to swing it at you. You grab
her arm to stop the bag from hitting your head. She has not hit you. If this lawful?

Note: You are allowed to take defensive action before you are assaulted if you genuinely
believe that the risk is imminent and there is no alternative.
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